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On the shores of South Africa, in Cape Town 8001, in 
the Founders Garden, on ERF 186, D.F. Malan street. 
 
Our new telephone number is +27 21 421 86 22 
Fax number: +27 (0)21 421 86 24  
Fax email: +27 (0)86 517 43 62 

 
The 	 
� �	 � �  Zip Zap team which made it happen!  
�

�
 
From cutting wood to building the office, from moving 
40 tons of equipment to painting floor boards, they did 
it all under the quiet supervision and the dedication of 
Tony Mansfield – our hero! 
 
The acquisition of the DOME was made possible by the 
generous help of the National Lottery Distribution 
Trust Fund (South Africa),  Cirque du Soleil (Canada), 
The Engelhorn family (UK), Victoria and Johan Nel 
(Cape Town), Nan Dawkins and Len Schaeffer 
(USA),Ofer Lapid (Cape Town) and Zip Zap USA! 
 

Thank you for Daring to Dream with us! 
 

+�$� + � $� �
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�-�
� � Noel and Marie Karg (Jaime’s grandparents) 
for storage space 
�� Financial donations: 
Nallie Bosman, Bini Seale, Bubu Seake, Jump Studios,  
Scheltema, Around Africa Group, Kirchgemeinde Belp 
SE (Switzerland), Dylan Lewis, Susan Tesei (London),     
�  Donations in kind:  
Stairs from the Cape Heritage Hotel 
Athletic tape from Jenny van Rensburg USA 
Clothing from Sabina Bezuidenhout, Director of Magic 
Mountain Productions 
Costumes from Marc Cowley 
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And the winner is… 
 

Men's Health Best Man 2008 
 
in the category Public Service: Brent van 
Rensburg, co-founder and director of 	 
� �	 � � �
 

 
 

Men's Health Best Man recognises South Africa's 
great achievers - the men who make us proud and 
who shape our country. These are men who've 
gone beyond everyday expectations to achieve 
greatness in their field of expertise. Leaders in six 
categories were honoured at the annual Men's 
Health Best Man leadership event on Thursday, 
12 June 2008, held in Johannesburg. 
 
Comments Men's Health editor Andy Ellis: "The 
point of this leadership programme is to recognise 
the men who are making a real contribution to our 
society. We aim to highlight the efforts of South 
Africa's true best men, making this award an 
important social barometer reflecting the male 
achievers in our society."  
 
Now in its fifth year, Best Man recognises those 
who are successful in their field and are an 
inspiration to our readers. Award categories are: 
Sport; business; science and technology; arts and 
culture; public service and media. 
 
Finalists were selected following a public call for 
nominations, direction from a panel of specialists 
in the respective categories and finalists from 
previous years, with readers influencing the 
ultimate selection of finalists.  
 
Catch all the pictures of the event in the August 
issue of Men’s Health magazine (South Africa) 
and on Mnet on Wednesday 6 August after the 
8pm movie. For more info visit:  
www.menshealthsa.co.za/static/bestman2008 
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11 Jan Kleinmond Big Blue Festival 

15 Feb Bishops High School 

8 Mar  Montague Gardens’s final performance 

19 Mar Artscape Education Programme 2008/9 

19 Mar Cape Peninsula University Tech. Bellville  

31 Mar Cape Peninsula University Technology CT 

10 May Waldorf Constantia  

!������"������"��#����
Worcester Casino, International Parliament Social 
Event at the CTICC, Standard Bank 
�
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The JOKA boys went to Tangshan, province of Hebei 
in China to perform both their comedy act (bench and 
car) which will be broadcast on CCTV (China Central 
Television) during 13 April 2008 to 19 June 2008. 
 

Zip Zap in the MEDIA 
�

The Weekender - Jan 12-13, 2008  “A circus built on 
hope and discipline.”  “Brent van Rensburg has given 
disadvantaged children a place where they can play 
and be part of something that brings joy to others …” 

Business Day – 16 Jan 2008 “A circus built on hope 
and discipline”. “A circus? With people? 12 old 
Andiswa Nkebendu had never heard of such a thing. 
In Khayelitsha, where she grew up, a “circus” was an 
ice cream.  But when a friend took her to the practice 
ground of Zip Zap, she was immediately sold ….”  

City Views – April 2008 “The circus is coming to 
town”  “Drum roll please!  The Zip Zap circus is 
bringing its high-flying brand of fun to the Central City, 
on a permanent basis ….” 

Sparkwater Productions (India)  documentary titled 
“None shall be denied and a small matter of Life and 
Death.” about what the situation for South Africans 
living with HIV was prior to widespread accessibility of 
ARV’s and the near-miraculous “good news story” that 
these drugs have been for so many people living with 
HIV who have benefited from them.” 

Intercultural Consulting , Kultur & Management, Inc. I 
Sabine Amend I.P.O. 2580 I Longmont CO 80502, 
USA, featured Zip Zap on their home page titled 
“Sharing and giving back!” 

Geolino extra , N.15 German magazine. 

Drum Magazine  featured an article “Heroes of the 
week” with Portia Kewana & Andiswa Nkebendu. 

Ode, April 2008, Vol 6, Issue 3, page 58 (Canada, 
USA) 
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continued from page 1 
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“Just a short note to thank you for the stunning 
performance you put up for the Stanford delegation.  
Zip Zap and the work you do really touched their 
hearts and souls and I overheard many 
conversations about you long after the performance.  
Good luck with your move and I hope and trust that 
we will work together again in the near future. Kind 
regards Irma Meyer from Executive 
Engagements” 

 
“On behalf of the South African committee for the 
World Congress of Anaesthesiology and ourselves; 
We wish to extend our sincere thanks to you for your 
superb contribution to the Opening Ceremony held at 
the Cape Town International Convention Centre on 
the 2nd March 2008.  Your professionalism and 
attention to detail proved to be a major factor towards 
the success of this event, an event which has been 
described as the best opening ceremony 
ever in the thirty year history of the association.  So 
once again we have shown that South Africa does it 
better!! Yours Sincerely DJ Gladwin from Creative 
Presentations” 
 
Brent, “ A big thank you to all for such an awesome 
performance in Kleinmond on Friday!  What a great 
bunch of young people and well done to you and 
Laurence for making Zip Zap what it is!  We were so 
exited about having you all in Kleinmond.  We 
received loads of compliments and as usual some 
locals ‘missed the boat’.  The joy on the faces of all 
the local children was enough for us the organisers 
however and we hope to bring Zip Zap to Kleinmond 
next year to offer joy to a really large crowd.  Perhaps 
down at the lagoon, near the beach where there is a 
big grassed area.  We will let you have some pics 
once we receive these and look forward to hearing all 
about your achievements and progress.  Newsletter 
is super.  And if anything done in Cape Town please 
let me know as I have some school sport teams I 
would like to bring to an event.  The discipline 
intrigues me.  Kind regards Leigh Goldschmidt & 
The Big Blue Team  
�
Laurence, I’ve spent a lot of time researching 
“options” for my fundraiser and went very thoroughly 
through your website and related zip zap articles on 
the web. I was inspired by what I found. I can see 
that (clearly) Zip Zap is a project experiencing 
success – as it should. Thank you to you and Brent 
and all the other staff for taking on building 
something spectacular with the youth of our country – 
all  the youth of our country. It is really coming home 
to me how when you have a vision and a dream that 
you share you can create something far bigger and 
further reaching than when stand alone. Lindy 
Graham – 24 April 2008  

+�$� + � $� ������� � �

0/� �
Emma Nkebendu turns 20 on the 9th    
Romy McCormick turns 17 on the 17th   

)/(/���
Sibusiso Mbula  turns 17 on the 9th 
Lorraine Fani  turns 16 on the 14th   
Amy McCormick turns 15 on the 15th  

��$��'1���
Gladstone Matshaya turns 16 on the 2nd 
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Hildevert Lorsold arrived at Zip Zap on 5th March 
2008 and had a short stay with us until 19 March 2008.  
He immediately dived in to things and helped us prepare 
for our move to the new venue as well as taking fantastic 
photographs of the kids hard at work. 
 
Lisa Hogan (funder from the States in her private 
capacity) with her two daughters Maura & Maddi came to 
“play” for a while on the ropes and swing.  

Terry Lowe - free lance journalist touring with Global 
Buddies. They offer a programme suitable for families 
with children ages 7-17 with opportunities for in-depth 
global cultural exchange, volunteer service, and personal 
connection with families from the host community. More 
info on www.geef.ucla.edu 

These two interns worked in poor conditions, while we 
moved, while we built, in the cold and on old computers. 
Their energy and innovative ideas have left us inspired. 

They both did an amazing job at Zip Zap. 

We wish them well 

  

  

Mélodie Fortier – Intern in communication from Paris, 
France (31 March – 26 June) set-up media file, artists CV, 
website.  

Jesse Robson – Intern from Montreal, Canada (30 April – 
15 July) set-up planning, monitoring and evaluation for 
Zip Zap’s programmes and instructors.  
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Intern and guest teacher at Zip Zap from August till Dec 2007 
“I just made it back to America a few days ago from Israel. I just wanted to say thanks again for being such a great 
part of my year of travelling around the world.  Please stay in touch and hopefully you will see more students form my 
circus school.  I hope everyone got sent off to the Soul Circus smoothly.  Say hi to al the kids for me.   
11 Feb 2008      
 
 

“infecting the city” 
the Spier performing arts festival 
Cape Town, feb/mar ‘09 
 
CALL FOR NEW WORKS 
 
 
The ‘Infecting the City’ Festival established itself in the Cape Town CBD this year. One of the objectives of the festival 
is to feature high quality, cutting edge performance works that might otherwise not have a platform.  
Site-specific works, or those that could be staged in unconventional inner-city locations, are particularly attractive to 
us.   
We are calling for submissions for the 2009 festival. Please provide us with: 

·  an outline of the work (no more than 500 words) 

·  ideas for potential staging options 
·  a draft budget 
·  press reviews if the work has been  

staged previously 
·  a list of creatives to be involved in the 

production 
·  c.v.s of the main creatives 

Submissions should reach us by Friday 4 July 2008. 
For enquiries please contact Barbara Mathers: cell: 082 372 9869. 
E-mail: barbaram@africacentre.net 
Brett Bailey & Jay Pather (curator) 
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